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EXTRACT FROM THE SIR WILLIAM JOHNSON 

PAPERS. 



Item from the Sir Wm. Johnson Papers on File in 
the Office of the State Archivist at Albany, N. Y. 



(Contributed by G. A. Taylor, London, England.) 



Fort George, 22 May, 1750. 
Sr. 

Yours of 4th Instant 1 received, and have sent copies to 
Governour Hamilton, and the President of the Council of 
Virginia, earnestly pressing them to take proper precautions 
on the Occasion, as those Indian Nations are more imme- 
diately a Barrier to their Governments. 

You may assure the Mohawks, that no assistance, in my 
power, shall be wanting for them, in case of an attack from 
the common Enemy. 

As things now stand it is impossible the militia can be re- 
viewed, till an Act is made to enforce them, and that shall 
be the very first thing I go upon when the Assembly meets, 
but that cannot possibly be done till they do, which I cannot 
permit, till I have received orders for that purpose, which I 
have wrote to the ministry for, and daily expect particular 
Directions from them, relating to my future conduct to the 
Assembly, to enable me to support His Majesty's Prerogative 
from the many late villainous and daring attempts upon it. 

To Coll. Johnson: 

I am as much concerned as you can be, that there is noth- 
ing yet done in your affairs at home, as well as my own; 
which I have been sollicking these four or five years ; But as 
the ministry have been of late involved in such a multiplicity 
of Business, Patience and Perseverance must be our present 
remedy. But assure yourself I have your Interest equally 
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at heart with my own. One piece of news I can congratulate 
you on, which is that all your Bills (on account of the late 
intended expedition against Canada), will be soon paid, en- 
closed I send you the News-Paper, wherein you will see the 
Paragraph, I am with great sincerity, Sr, 

Your very humble Servant, 

G. Clinton. 

P. S. — Notwithstanding I have been frequently & fer- 
vently and even to occasion a grumbling among the 

officers (especially those last come over) for their turn of 
duty at the out Garrisons, I have still taken notice of your 
Recommendation, & continued them (viz Lindesay & Butler) 
it surprises me that you should give an ear to such false re- 
ports, which I never so much as thought of, your request 
being of sufficient weight with me to continue them. 



Council Chamber, New York, 226. May, 1750. 
Minutes of Council of this day. 

His Excellency communicated a Letter from Coll. Johnson 
of the 4th Inst &c. 

The council humbly advised his Excellency to direct Coll. 
Johnson to assure the five Nations, That if they are attacked 
by any Enemy, they shall be supplied with a quantity of 
Powder and Ball, and assisted with Men . 

Also to consult with the officers of the Militia in the Mo- 
hawks River and Schokine, and if they should be of opinion, 
that the Men will appear under arms on a Summons, That 
he should then order them to muster and review them (But 
not to force any Mans appearance) to shew the Indians we 
are in readiness to support them. By the above minutes of 
Council you will see what is their opinion in pursuance of 
your letter, which I desire you will make a proper use of 
among the Indians. 



EXTRACT FROM SIR WILLIAM JOHNSON PAPERS. 63 

I shall forward you two letters sent to the Doctor. 

[Endorsed] 
Govr. Clintons letter, May 22, 1750. 



January 7, 1751. 

Delivered to me by a Onendaga Sachim to report to Coll. 
Johnson, viz: 

Brother: 

On our way Back from the Catabaw Nation we met two 
Englishmen (the one is named Cresse) who said they were 
sent on the road to meet the five Nations by the Gov't of 
South Carolina and the Gov'r call'd the big Knife they shewed 
us a written Paper marckt with a big seal which they said is 
sent to us by order of our Father the King of England they 
told us the words of ye said paper, was that the Gov'rs of S. 
Carolina & Virgenie had sent Conrad Weizer sometime past 
to acquaint the five Nations that the Catabaws desired to 
make a peace with us, of which they have not rec'd an answer 
therefore the English would know if Weizer has delivered the 
said message to us, as there has been since that time nine of 
the Catabaws kill'd and a great many cattle Belonging to the 
English destroyed, But did not know if done by the five Na- 
tions or foreign Indians they said they were a going with the 
written Paper to Oheio and hope to bring those Indians with 
them to make a peace with the Catabaws w'ere they would 
make a fire on the road w'here we met them at the said fire 
within the time of eight months tho' it were better it could be 
done in all haste as it hard to restrain the Catabaw Warriors 
from revenging their Brothers Blood which is daily Spilt ; they 
told us that it was the Devil which makes all the mischief be- 
tween us & the Catabaws, & keep us from makeing a peace 
with each other they asked us if the English should come 
into our country and kill our cattle whether we would take 
it so patiently & not revenge it. 
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After they had said all that was in the written paper they 
showed us a fine lace coat, and said their was many more 
with a great deel of other goods which should be giving us 
in concluding the peace with the Catabaws and the English 
would acknowledge the five Nations to be the Oldest nations 
and formerly the Owners of the land in which the English 
now lives on. 

[Spelling and wording exactly as found. — G. A. T.] 



[Torn in many places. — G. A. T.] 

Lancaster, March 19th, 1758. 
Dr Sir: 

This day I received yours from the German Flats — Last 
night I came home from Winchester which place I left the 
14th of this Month, the day before I left it came in a Party 
of Fifteen Cherokees from the Over Hill Towns (these — 
all the seven or eight Hundred Indians are come too which 
for these several weeks past we have had accounts of being 
in the Road for Virginia) the enclosed speech of the first 
February 1758 was sent by them from the head Warrior of 
Chite [ ?] & the other speech of August 1757 came last fall, 
I enclose you the speeches that you may see the Gov't of Vir- 
ginia pursues their old method of making great promises per- 
forming nothing by which probably we may loose the South- 
ern Indians [torn]. 

About three weeks ago a Party of Ten Cherokees came in to 
the So. Bra [torn] from Fort Du Quesene they set out from 
their own Towns in order to get more S (calps ?) [torn] from 
the Fort but the snow falling very deep while they were 
near the Fort [torn] remained a Fortnight in one place till 
their Provisions were out, [torn] two to view the fort & get a 
Scalp if possible but were discovered and [torn] obliged to 
run all the way in, these two Partys with 60 that have been 
in [torn] winter make 85 in all — this last Party have at- 
tempted to goe out twice [torn] Snow's which fell very deep 
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obliged them to return — some of them are gon [torn] An- 
napolis with a complaint against Capt. Paris — I imagine set 
on by Smith [ ?] who I look upon to be a very good for noth- 
ing fellow — as soon as they return [torn] the whole goe to 
War — Watts writes that he expects to be in the beginning 
[torn]. April with a large party — Thirteen days ago Capt. 
Bosomworth set out from this town for Williamsburgh it is 
said he is gone for the Cherokees. Upon application being 
made by my L. Loudon our Assembly [torn] him Eight Hun- 
dred of their Provincials & Sent a Bill to the Govenor [torn] 
but as the Proprietor is taxed it is doubted whether it will 
pass [torn] Assembly has voted 400 men & sent up a Bill for 
Thirty Thousand Pounds but for the same reason the Gov'r 
refused it. 

Coll. Burd tells me that some Indians from the Ohio are 
gone to Philadelphia with some Belts of Wampeum I have 
not heard the Speech neither could I learn from him whether 
they were Delawares, Shawnesse or foreigners — he tells me 
that Tudjuscungs son with two or three more [torn] Gang 
are gone to the Ohio to bring a Prisoner — I find by him that 
they are still in hopes of getting a trade fixed with the Indians 
as I heard him say he knew some gentlemen that would ad- 
vance Twenty Thousand Pounds towards carrying it on. 
There is a good many Indians of one sort or other at Shamo- 
kin Mr Carson who is appointed to trade with them Indians 
is gone to Philadelphia and as I did not see him I cannot learn 
who they are. I am, D'r Sir, 

Your most humble Serv't, 

William Trent. 



The Proceedings of a Council of Officers held at Fort Lou- 
don in Virginia, March 30, 1758, called by Capt. Thos. Bullit 
to consider whether a proposal of Peace (offered by King 
Tudyuscung and several Indians chiefs to the hon'ble Wil- 
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Ham Denny, Esq., Governor of Pensilvania, & by them im- 
parted to the Southern Indians, without great danger of dis- 
gusting them, and increasing their displeasure, in such a man- 
ner, as may be prejudicial to the Interest of the British Col- 
onies in America. 

Present in Council. 

Capt. Thos. Bullit, President, Lieut. Smith. 
Lieut. Campbell, Lieut. Buckner, 

Lieut. Thomson, Ens. Roy, 

Members. 

1st. We considered that, The Cherokees are now firmly 
engaged by our means in a war against the French & their 
Indians, & having received some small losses, have frequently 
begged of us not to think of making Peace till they as well 
as we are satisfied. 

2dly. They are a jealous people, and may probably say, 
when they hear a peace is proposed, that we are about to do, 
what they have often told us they were afraid of, namely, 
that as soon as they had firmly engaged, and incensed many 
Nations, by their friendship for the English, we should make 
peace and leave them to be destroyed. 

3dly. We believe that such a proposal would be equally dis- 
agreeable to the Catawbas, Creeks, Tuscaroras, and other 
Southern nations (who are now our sincere Friends and many 
of them deeply engaged in the present War) as to the Chero- 
kees. 

4thly. As a disgust given to these Nations (and we have 
great reason to believe from all their discourse that such a 
proposal would be very offensive) may be productive of conse- 
quences as fatal to the prosperity of the Southern colonies, as 
a Peace with those Indians, would be serviceable to the North- 
ern, even were we well assured, that they would become as 
faithful allies, as the Southern Indians now are, tho' that is 
a great Uncertainty, we think that we ought not to run so 
great a risque, as we believe we should were we co communi- 
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cate to them the Proposal of Peace from Nations, who have al- 
ways been odious to them, and who they believe would not 
keep a Peace were it made. 

5thly. We think that we ought not to affront those that 
have always been our friends, to oblige those who revolted 
from out Friendship & have been our professed enemies, & 
perhaps after a Peace made & the Southern Indians affronted, 
may immediately prove as treacherous, as they have been and 
(by their harrassing our Frontiers, with scalping parties, 
while they pretend in another Colony to be desirous of & con- 
cluding a peace) we have reason to believe none are. 

6thly. We had that Capt. Gist the Deputy Superintendent 
of Indian affairs in this district sent for and brought in coun- 
cil, who assured us, that such a proposal, he believed would 
not with safety, nor without the greatest danger of the Indians 
displeasure be communicated to them; & that if it should 
there is no Interpreter here, capable of doing it. 

7thly. We are unwilling to let the Ohio Indians, as is de- 
sired, know the designs of the Southern Indians, because the 
lives and safety of them as well as many of our own officers 
and men may in some measure perhaps depend on secrecy; 
and it is very probable that if they knew when and where 
these Indians were going, the French would at least, have one 
friend among them who would not fail to give Intelligence, 
which might render our schemes abortive. 

Sthly. As many of the chiefs of each Nation are not here 
& no commissioners appointed by their council to make a 
Peace they could not do it without returning home, which 
would be a very great expense for nothing in this colony, and 
the loss of at least our campaigns service from them. 

othly. The officers present conceive, that they are invested 
with no power to conduct an affair of such delicacy, & of 
such importance; nor that they have a Right of making, or 
even treating of, War or Peace with any Nation. 

The officers in council for the above Reasons are unani- 
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mously of opinion that we ought not to acquaint the Cherokees 

with the Proposal; but that it be speedily communicated to 

the President of Virginia. 

Signed 

Thos. Bullitt, 
John Campbell, 
mord. buckner, 
Nathl. Thompson, 
Chs. Smith, 
James Roy. 
A true copy, signed 

Richard Peters, Sec'y- 



HENRY BARTLETT'S DIARY TO OHIO AND 
KENTUCKY, 1805. 



Copy of Diary Kept by Henry Bartlett of Frederick 

County, Va. ( April, i8th, 1805 to June 14TH, 1805, 

Owned by Mrs. Mary Timberlake Bartlett, 

Winchester, Va. 

(In 1904 Mrs. Bartlett was 84 years of age.) 



(Contributed by Franklin R. Carpenter, Denver, Colo.) 



[Accounts of travel to the West in the days when it was 
done on horseback, or wagon, are always of interest. William 
Bartlett, of Spotsylvania County, married as early as 1731 or 

1732, Susanna ; and had issue: (1) Thomas, Captain 

of Virginia Militia in the Revolution, married Mary . 

(2) William, died in Berkeley County, 1777; m. Mary 
Davis; their son was the author of this diary. (3) Major 

Henry, went to Kentucky; married Sarah . (4) Susan, 

married Collins. (5) Ann, married Montague. 

(6) Isabella, married Gaines. The manuscript of the 

diary was, in 1904, in the possession of Mrs. Mary Timberlake 



